
Donations of any amount using contactless or chip and pin
(and directed to specific areas of choice) can be made AT
LOCATIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH, online at                                                       Give a
Little or by using the QR code.

We have "one-off" white
Gift Aid envelopes at
various locations in church
for those who might wish
to use them for their cash
offering at Sunday Mass. 
Please complete all
sections and then tick the
option for "This" or "all
subsequent" donations.

If you can help the parish by making a
donation or by a commitment to regular
giving, it would be greatly appreciated.
More information from the parish office 
or use the details set out below:-

HSBC 69 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5EY
Sort code: 40-05-20  Acc no: 91094394 

WRCDT St James Spanish Place

A reminder that the crypt is best
accessed via the staircase on the

Blandford Street side of the church,
leading as it does directly to the

Disabled toilet -where there are 
-  and the

corridor on which the other
cloakrooms are located.

REPOSITORY & INFORMATION
(located in the Memorial Chapel)

Weekdays 11.00am - 12.30pm
Saturday 3.45pm - 4.45pm
Sunday 9.45am - 10.30am

11.30am - 1.00pm
and 3.00pm - 4.00pm

Confessions between 12 noon and 1pm on weekdays.
On Saturday a priest is available 4.45pm-5.45pm.

From 9th to 24th May 2025 the Marian Apostles group is organising a 
pilgrimage to seven Marian Shrines including Paray-le-Monial, Provence,

Tours, Mont St Michel, home of St Dominic. 
Led by Fr Thomas Crean, OP with the Marian Franciscan Sisters. 

For more details contact Annabelle on 07733 223903.

The Church opens 8am on weekdays and 9am on Saturday

A bill has been introduced to Parliament by Kim Leadbeater MP to
legalise assisted suicide. This will be voted on by MPs on 29th November.
We know that assisted suicide laws in other jurisdictions have had devastating
consequences for the poor, disabled and marginalised. This is the biggest
threat to the vulnerable in a decade, and we need a huge effort to lobby MPs
to vote against the bill. Please urgently contact your MP and ask him/her
to vote against the bill. You can contact your MP by visiting
www.livesworthliving.org.uk or write to him/her at: House of Commons,
London, SW1A 0AA.

  

-

                       www.sjrcc.org.uk 

[Parish Mass Book page 157]

Daniel 12:1-13 
When that time comes, your own
people will be spared.

Preserve me, God, 
I take refuge in you. 

Hebrews 10:11-14, 18
By virtue of one single offering, he
has achieved the eternal perfection
of all whom he is sanctifying.

Mark 13:24-32
He will gather his chosen
from the four winds.

Click                                                             here for live stream and
                           Universalis for readings - also available
in six languages at the back of the church.

The Week Ahead
Sunday Year B Weekday Cycle II

Masses at 12.30pm and 6.00pm

M 18th feria
T 19th feria
W 20th feria
T 21st Presentation of BVM
F 22nd St Cecilia
S 23rd 10.00am  BVM on Saturday

24th November 2024
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
KING OF THE UNIVERSE

8am, 9am [1962]
10.30am [Solemn Latin]

12 Noon, 4.00pm & 7.00pm

Latin responses at the 10.30am Mass can be
found on pages 61/62 in the Parish Mass Book

  



    We are now just a week away from launching a major capital Appeal to
upgrade our heating facilities and to refurbish the church organ.  We have an
ambitious target of £500,000 for this very necessary work.  Private fundraising
activity, prior to the Appeal, has already yielded £100,000, a magnificent result so
far.  We are grateful to those who have pledged very generous gifts.  John
Gilhooly, CBE, Director of the Wigmore Hall and one of our well-known
parishioners who has worshipped here for over 20 years, is leading our fundraising
efforts, and he will speak at every Mass next weekend. In addition to launching
our capital Appeal, John will also speak about planned giving and legacies.  Do
listen to what he has to say at this pivotal moment for our community. 

    I appreciate that these are difficult economic times for many,  and we encourage
parishioners to give only according to their means and circumstances. Some can
give far more than others, but your collective donations, and indeed your prayers,
will make this Appeal the great success it deserves to be.  It's been a long time
since the parish has undertaken a fundraising drive, certainly one of this
magnitude. Both projects are now essential, and this Appeal is vital to maintaining
our great musical tradition which has been a defining aspect of our parish life and
a source of inspiration for decades. 

    The concert taking place in the church this coming Friday will be a Wigmore
Hall concert, featuring the Requiem by Gabriel Fauré, whose centenary occurs
this month.  Our fundraising drive will be launched at this concert, when the
church’s organ will be heard.  Both Masses on Friday 22 November are to take
place in the Lady Chapel, as the church furniture will need to be rearranged for the
evening’s concert, but everything should be back to normal by Saturday 23
November.

    This weekend we have the diocesan collection for sick and retired priests.  It
is an opportunity to show our gratitude for those who cared for us in the past and
are now in need of our support.  Envelopes were available last weekend and they
will be collected this weekend at the end of Mass.  Those who prefer to make
digital donations may do so by scanning the QR code on the envelopes or on the
poster at the back of the church, or else by using the “Second Collection” option
on our own contactless machines.

    As we approach the end of the Church’s year, there is a distinctly apocalyptic
tone to the Mass readings.  This Sunday we hear Our Lord say, “Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will not pass away.”  This is a stark reminder that
the things of God are what really matter, since nothing else is durable, despite
appearances to the contrary.  Next Sunday, the last Sunday of the Church’s year,
is the feast of Christ the King, when we acknowledge Our Saviour’s primacy over
the whole universe.  

    Then, in two weeks’ time, we begin a new liturgical year.  Not only will the
colour change to purple, as it does every Advent, but we will start using the new
Lectionary, based not on the Jerusalem Bible as hitherto, but on the English
Standard Version.  Readers especially will need to look out for changes in the

  

appearance of the liturgical books, but everyone is likely to notice small changes
in the texts that are used during the readings at Mass.  You will notice that new
copies of the “Parish Mass Book” will be available at the back of the church, - to
be returned after use - as the current ones contain the older translation of the
readings.  Copies of the new People’s Missal are available for purchase from the
Repository, for those who like to follow their own texts for Mass.  

    Although it is good practice during the season of Advent to avoid anticipating
Christmas as much as possible, the demand for carol services is very great.  Our
own Parish Carol Service will take place on Wednesday 18 December, just a
week before Christmas.  The following day, the Christmas Celebration takes place
at Westminster Cathedral, and, as always, parishioners are encouraged to take
advantage of this wonderful opportunity to hear carols and readings performed by
the world-famous Westminster Cathedral Choir, orchestra, and celebrity readers.
Leaflets advertising the times of our own Christmas services should be available
from the start of Advent.  

    The vote in Parliament on assisted dying is now very close.  Parishioners are
reminded of the opportunity to hear an expert panel discussion of some of the
issues raised by this proposed legislation next Sunday, at Farm Street Church,
beginning at 3pm.  There is no charge for attendance, but booking is required (cf.
https://catholicunion.org.uk/2024/11/is-the-assisted-suicide-bill-about-
compassion-giving-choice-and-dignity/ ). For those unable to attend in person,
livestreaming will be available at                                        www.farmstreet.org.uk/livestream .

    November, the month of the dead, began with the great feast of All Saints and
it ends with the feast of Saint Andrew the Apostle.  This year, the last day of
November will also be the last day of the liturgical year, as we move into Advent
on Sunday 1 December.  As we read in the opening chapter of Saint John’s
Gospel, it was Andrew who brought his brother Simon Peter to meet Jesus.  What
an incomparable service that was to the Church and to the world!  Through the
intercession of Saint Andrew, may we too bring many of our contemporaries to
meet Jesus. 

Philip Whitmore

  


